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Anglican Archbishop heading to prison 

The Anglican Archbishop of Adelaide, Geoffrey Smith, will spend time locked in a prison cell 
this weekend – but it’s all in a good cause, to raise funds and awareness for children facing 
severe disadvantage. 

The archbishop’s incarceration is part of the charity Treasure Boxes’ “Locked-In Gala” 
designed to shine a light on the hardships faced by thousands of South Australian children 
and their families who feel locked-in to poverty and disadvantage with no apparent way out. 

“All children should feel loved and secure and able to fulfil their potential,” Archbishop Smith 
says. “That so many do not enjoy these basic rights is a sad reflection on our society. I am 
pleased to be able to take part in this event which I hope will raise both awareness of the 
their plight and badly needed funds to address their needs.” 

The archbishop is one of 15 prominent South Australian “Champions” for the disadvantaged 
chosen by Treasure Boxes with each focusing on a specific area of disadvantage that 
resonates with them. These include homelessness, domestic violence, child protection, 
refugee support, and the welfare of Aboriginal children. 

The 15 will each be locked in a cell at the Old Adelaide Gaol in the Parklands on Saturday 
evening 11 November with nothing but a bottle of water. Later that evening they will go on 
to attend a fundraising gala on the lawns of the Gaol to focus on the issues facing the poor 
and vulnerable.  

Former test cricketer Wayne Phillips will MC the event, with the night supported by event 
company Out in the Paddock. Funds raised will provide safe cots for newborns, clean 
clothing, and essential feeding equipment. 

“We witness firsthand the devastating struggles faced by some of the most at-risk and 
vulnerable families in South Australia,” Treasure Boxes CEO and Founder Rikki Cooke said. 

“Our families feel hopelessly ‘locked in’ to a cycle of poverty, racism, homelessness, the child 
protection system, and domestic violence – with seemingly no way out of their situation. 
Locked-In raises awareness to the issues our families face and provides a unique way to 
collaboratively raise much-needed funds to transform the lives of children in South 
Australia.”  

Treasure Boxes was established in May 2015 to provide vital essentials to newborns, babies 
and children living in disadvantage within our community. Through gifting essential 
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children’s goods to families at risk of poverty, homelessness and domestic violence, it aims 
to alleviate severe hardship, financial burden, reduce the risk of poverty and homelessness, 
ease trauma and provide hope to those most vulnerable.  

Last year it supported more than 2,500 babies and children, distributing more than 15,000 
treasure boxes & other items, to provide families with aid worth nearly $3 million. 

You can support Treasure Boxes through a donation here  

https://treasureboxes.org.au/donate 

The featured champions are: 

Jan Beasley - Channel Nine 

Alisa & Lysandra Fraser - The Block / Entrepreneurs  

Stacey Lee - ABC 

Humphrey B Bear - Channel Nine 

Nigel Smart - Crime Stoppers, past AFL player (AFC) 

Sean Craig Murphy - Austereo 

James Packham - Harcourts Packham 

Jade Robran - 5aa 

Emma Hack - Artist 

Deni Varnhagen – AFLW (AFC) 

Aleisha Gannon - InkHaus, Pink Lotus 

Archbishop Geoffrey Smith - Anglican Church 

Warren Miller - Ceduna Aboriginal Corporation 

Daniel Gannon - Retirement Living Council 

Chris Morrison - Mercedes-Benz 

  

For further information contact media@adelaideanglicans.com or phone 0405 862 785  

Anglican Diocese of Adelaide adelaideanglicans.com 18 King William Road, North Adelaide SA 5006 Tel: 08 8305 9350 

https://treasureboxes.org.au/donate
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fadelaideanglicans.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cmedia%40adelaideanglicans.com%7C6a481ba8797a4411f0b908dbe0c2c25f%7C9f78fa9674414b288bc260638a17a455%7C0%7C0%7C638350899310521982%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eXpvUNEFN0u%2FIalvaz2y%2FV5GB5SQHWdZq3peEwdA7g0%3D&reserved=0

