
 

 

 

Clergy from other dioceses seeking to be licensed  
 
Noted by:  Diocesan Council 

Approval by:  The Archbishop 

Last updated:  25 August 2026 

 

Context 
 

This policy sets out important information for clergy or prospective clergy seeking to be licensed for 
ordained ministry in the Anglican Diocese of Adelaide, together with the relevant ordinances 
determined by the Synod and policies promulgated by the Diocesan Council, and the requirements 
of the Archbishop of Adelaide.   

1. Categories of Licence  

The ‘Archbishop’s Licensing Policy’ sets out the categories of license for clergy together with other 
important matters.  

• 2026-07-15-Archbishops-Licensing-Policy-revised-v2.pdf 

2. Safe ministry 

A license will only be issued to clergypersons who have first obtained a Safe Ministry Clearance 
specific to Anglican Ministry in the Diocese of Adelaide. The Safe Ministry clearance and mandatory 
training must be maintained, and must be current at all times. Should the Safe Ministry Clearance 
expire, lapse, or be revoked for any reason, the licence will be suspended with immediate effect.  

• 07.8 c Safe Ministry Policy v2.1 & related documents copy 

3. Training and qualifications  

The training and qualifications normatively expected of licensed clergy are: 

• a recognised tertiary qualification in theology, and completion in that course of 
study of the subjects normally required for ordination in the Diocese of Adelaide or 
equivalent.  

See further (at 1 above) the Archbishop’s Licensing Policy section 5.3.  

 

 

https://adelaideanglicans.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/2026-07-15-Archbishops-Licensing-Policy-revised-v2.pdf
https://adelaideanglicans.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/07.8-c-Safe-Ministry-Policy-v2.1-related-documents-copy.pdf
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4. Oaths and Assents  

It is a requirement of the Constitution of the Diocese of Adelaide that clergy assent to the Third 
Schedule thereof prior to being licensed. 

• Constitution as amended 2022 

Clergy being licensed in the Diocese of Adelaide for the first time will make the Declarations and 
Oath as prescribed by the Oaths Affirmations Declarations and Assents Canon 1992. 

• Canons and Rules | Anglican Church of Australia 

5. Documents to be provided    

Clergy new to the Diocese must provide to the Bishop’s Office: 

• Written evidence of Good Standing in their previous diocese; 
• Original Letters of Orders for sighting;  
• Original academic transcripts or certified copies thereof for sighting.  

6. Ministry of men and women  

The Diocese of Adelaide accepts and affirms the ministry of men and women in all three Orders of 
deacon, priest and bishop. Clergy new to the Diocese give a written undertaking as set out in the 
Appendix below, to accept the authority of those set over them as prescribed by The Ordinal 
whether male or female, and to work constructively and respectfully with colleagues in ministry 
both male and female. 

7. Ministry wellbeing program     

Licensed clergy participate in the ‘Ministry wellbeing program’. This entails undertaking a minimum 
of six hours of Pastoral Supervision each calendar year, regular reflections in the form of an annual 
Ministry Review, and a minimum ten hours of Professional Development each calendar year, in 
accordance with diocesan policies below.   

• Pastoral Supervision Policy 
• Ministry Professional Development Policy 
• Ministry-Reviews-Policy   

8. Archbishop’s expectations 

The expectation of the Archbishop of Adelaide is that all licensed clergy will participate in, and 
attend:   

• Meetings of their local Deanery;  
• The annual Ministry Conference;  
• Sessions of Synod as convened; 
• A Spiritual Retreat once annually;   
• (if licensed as Assistant Curate) the diocesan program of Post Ordination Training.  

https://adelaideanglicans.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Constitution-as-amended-2022.pdf
https://anglican.org.au/governance/canons-and-rules/
https://adelaideanglicans.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Ministry-Pastoral-Supervision-Policy-v1.3-Approved-by-DC-9-April-2025.pdf
https://adelaideanglicans.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Ministry-Professional-Development-Policy-v1.1-Approved-by-DC-9-April-2025.pdf
https://adelaideanglicans.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Ministry-Reviews-Policy-v1.1-Approved-by-DC-9-April-2025.pdf
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9. Stipend and Housing  

Stipends in the Diocese of Adelaide are determined in accordance with the provisions of the 
‘Stipends Ordinance 1980’ of the diocesan Synod.  

• Stipends Ordinance B5 

The provisions for clergy housing are set out in the ‘Clergy Housing policy’ as determined from time 
to time by the Diocesan Council.   

• Clergy Housing Policy v1.1 

10. Retirement  

Clergy retire and cease to hold a License upon attaining the age of 70, in accordance with the 
‘Retirement Ordinance 1988.’ 

• THE RETIREMENT ORDINANCE 1988 

11. Further details  

Further details about the governance of the diocese, canons in force, and the ordinances and 
policies applying to licensed clergy, are at the link below:  

• Anglican Diocese Governance | Adelaide Structure & Synod 

 
Appendix: Declaration and Consent 
 
The appendix contains the same declarations and consents made by candidates for Holy Orders in 
the Diocese of Adelaide prior to attending a selection and discernment process.  

Please read and tick the box to affirm: 

☐ I agree to accept and abide by the terms and requirements of the policy for ‘Clergy seeking to be 
Licensed in the Diocese of Adelaide’.  

☐ I declare that I give my assent to the doctrine and formularies of the Church as set out in the 
‘Fundamental Declarations’ sections 1, 2 and 3 of the Constitution of the Anglican Church of 
Australia below: 

1. The Anglican Church of Australia, being a part of the One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church 
of Christ, holds the Christian Faith as professed by the Church of Christ from primitive times 
and in particular as set forth in the creeds known as the Nicene Creed and the Apostles' 
Creed. 

2. This Church receives all the canonical scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as being the 
ultimate rule and standard of faith given by inspiration of God and containing all things 
necessary for salvation 

https://adelaideanglicans.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Stipends-Ordinance.pdf
https://adelaideanglicans.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Clergy-Housing-Policy.pdf
https://adelaideanglicans.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Retirement-Ordinance-1988.pdf
https://adelaideanglicans.com/about/governance/
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3. This Church will ever obey the commands of Christ, teach His doctrine, administer His 
sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion, follow and uphold His discipline and 
preserve the three orders of bishops, priests and deacons in the sacred ministry. 

☐ I understand and acknowledge that the Anglican Diocese of Adelaide accepts and welcomes the 
ministry of men and women in all Orders and I agree to accept the authority of those set over me as 
prescribed by The Ordinal whether male or female; I am willing to work constructively and 
respectfully with colleagues in ministry both male and female, and to encourage both men and 
women in their ministry including those who may be discerning a call to vocational ordained 
ministry. 

☐ I give permission for enquiries to be made of any Referees I have nominated. 

☐ I authorise all relevant persons and organisations to inform the Archbishop or Authorised 
Delegate of any knowledge they may have relevant to the assessment of whether I am a suitable 
person to undertake ministry in the Diocese of Adelaide.  

☐ I give permission for the Diocese of Adelaide to seek from another Diocese the contents of any file 
it may hold  in respect to me in that Diocese, including confidential psychosocial and psychosexual 
assessments conducted in accordance with the policy of the Anglican Church of Australia. 

☐ I hereby release from liability any person or organisation that provides information to the 
Archbishop, in respect to this process.  

 

Applicant’s Signature:  ……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Date:    ……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Witness:  

The witness must be a person in Holy Orders presently licensed in the Anglican Church of Australia  

Before me    _________________________________________________ 

Signature of authorised witness _________________________________________________ 

Position of witness   _________________________________________________ 

 

 

  


